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Synopsis (Long) 
His Name is Bellefontaine is a Marine barrack’s tale that takes place on Christmas. While the rest of civilian population is with their families, three 
disgruntled Marines stand Barracks duty. Each Marine sits and different spit in their Career. Starting with Lance Corporal Charles Bellefontaine, who is 
dealing with a lot of outside influences. He is considered a “Shitbag” by most Marines in the company. He tries but has been proven to do most thing 
wrong.

Corporal Roundtree, a one decorated Marine Sergeant, now sits with as a Corporal. The once decorated Marine let his stress get to him and unfortunately 
got a DUI (Driving Under the Influence) and was made an example of by his chain of command. He us now an unmotivated Corporal counting down his 
last days tell he leaves the Marine Corp. He feels betrayed and mistreated as he stands duty with Bellefontaine who relates more to him then he thinks.

Then you have Gunnery Sergeant Hughes who is a sixteen year veteran. “He’s been there and done that.” Four Combat tours that have hardened him to 
be who he is today. He might be crusty around the edges and often oversteps with his words, but Ultimately this is the man you want in battle. In garrison 
he strives to make his Marines ready for combat, so he pushes them hard. Sometimes a little too hard. He is not liked and because of the stress he endures, 
he often hits the back of the bottle. 

All three stand duty with their own different perspectives. Ultimately Bellefontaine because a consequence of neglect. He finally is pushed to end his own 
life. Whats suppose to be a normal duty of roving the barracks turns into a horrible tragedy. Though we never fully understand what is going through 
Bellefontaines mind, his death affect the people who fall upon him on his last night. Even after Bellefontaines death, Gunny Hughes perspective seems 
hard and cold as Corporal Roundtree battles him with his views. Though they disagree, nobody is really right or wrong on how to approach the situation. 
Unfortunately a night of sadness is all these Marines get gifted their Christmas night because ultimately the gun club need to march on.    





Synopsis (Medium) 
His Name is Bellefontaine is a Marine barrack’s tale that takes place on Christmas. While the rest of civilian population 
is with their families, three disgruntled Marines stand Barracks duty. Each Marine sits and different spit in their Career. 
Starting with Lance Corporal Charles Bellefontaine, who is dealing with a lot of outside influences. He is considered a 
“Shitbag” by most Marines in the company. He tries but has been proven to do most things wrong.

Corporal Roundtree, a one decorated Marine Sergeant, now sits with as a Corporal. The once decorated Marine let his 
stress get to him and unfortunately got a DUI (Driving Under the Influence) and was made an example of by his chain of 
command. He us now an unmotivated Corporal counting down his last days tell he leaves the Marine Corp. He feels 
betrayed and mistreated as he stands duty with Bellefontaine who relates more to him then he thinks.

Then you have Gunnery Sergeant Hughes who is a sixteen year veteran. “He’s been there and done that.” Four Combat 
tours that have hardened him to be who he is today. He might be crusty around the edges and often oversteps with his 
words, but Ultimately this is the man you want in battle. In garrison he strives to make his Marines ready for combat, so 
he pushes them hard. Sometimes a little too hard. He is not liked and because of the stress he endures, he often hits the 
back of the bottle. 





Synopsis (Short)
His Name is Bellefontaine is a Marine barrack’s tale that takes place on Christmas. While the rest 
of civilian population is with their families, three disgruntled Marines stand Barracks duty. Each 
Marine sits and different spit in their Career. Starting with Lance Corporal Charles Bellefontaine, 
who is dealing with a lot of outside influences. He is considered a “Shitbag” by most Marines in the 
company. He tries but has been proven to do most thing wrong. Corporal Roundtree the once 
decorated Sergeant turned Corporal after he was made an example of by his chain of command after 
he got a DUI. He is just counting down the days. The we have Gunnery Sergeant Hughes who is 
hardened by 16 years of the Marine corp. A combat veteran, this man is a hardened stone cold 
leader. Not the sort of man you tell your feelings to but definitely the man you want in your corner if 
you are going to war.

They stand duty together and untimility experience a tragedy when Bellefontaine decides to take 
his own life. They coup with it by dealing with the situation in their own different perspectives. 





Lance Corporal Charles Bellefontaine
Jensen Parker is an American actor with a deep 
love and passion for movies. He began performing 
at an early age, and pursed writing and directing 
before deciding to focus on acting towards the end 
of his college career. When he’s not in front of 
the camera, he can be found cooking, watching 
movies, and enjoying time with his loved ones. 





Corporal Jonathan Roundtree
Born and raised in Ohio, Taylor Dam, left the U.S Army and 
found his way to Los Angeles. He is a BFA graduate from the 
New York Film Academy. He has acted in many short films 
and a handful of plays since coming to LA. With heartfelt 
passion, he brings creativity and joy to every set.





Gunnery Sergeant Rodger Hughes 
Jacob has been a lifelong actor and athlete. Hailing from 
North Carolina, and being a veteran of the United States 
Army this project really spoke to Jacob. Jacob currently 
resides in Los Angeles, CA and is pursuing an acting career. 





Writer/Director/DP/Producer/Costume Designer 
Erik Robert Ausmus is an American filmmaker 
making his directorial debut with his short film, 
His Name is Bellefontaine. Erik left the United 
States Marine Corp in 2019 and is a BFA 
filmmaking graduate from the New York Film 
Academy.   
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FAQ’S
1)What made you want to tackle this heavy subject matter?

● Serving in the U.S. Marine Corp, I realized it was a secret war happening in the background. To be honest at first I didn't know how to approach 
the subject matter. My best approach was to make was to taking different characters at different parts of their military careers and make them 
right in their own views. Ultimately I just want to bring attention to the suicide promblem in the armned forces. 

2)What did you learn about directing films?

● It's good to be hard on yourself. Don't think your a genius. Make mistakes and fix them. Ultimately make the film YOU want to make. It’s your 
vision. I enjoy every step of the process.

3)How was it like working with your actors?

● Every actor brought character into their roles. As I was working with them I made many changes to the script to implement my individual actors 
personalities. For example for Bellefontaine, I had really no lines for him. He was really just a background character. But when I casted Jensen, I 
realized if I didn't implement his talent, I was really doing Bellefontaine a disservice. So I changed my original story around and it changed the 
whole dynamic of the film for the better. Including Jacob for Hughes, he brought a human element for the Gunnery Sergeant. He knocked his 
performance right out of the park. Taylor for Roundtree, he really made the character his own. Working with Taylor on other sets I ultimately 
realized I wrote this role for him. 

 



FAQ’S
4)Was it hard teaching Army Veterans to act like Marines?

● If you served in any branch of the U.S. military, you know how mad it can suck. Them just being veterans and understanding that world really reflects their 
professionalism. Including Jensen, who has never served but he was able to encompass the character of Bellefontaine regardless. As a veteran myself, we like to clown 
on other branches but ultimately we are the same team. By the end of reading and rehearsal my actors were walking, talking like Marines. 

5)What was your budget for the film?

● Overall paid around $3,800. It was a small scale project. I reference it as barracks tale. During the production are method was doing more with less. I didn't have the 
money to shoot my thesis in all reality. What got me by was my credit card and splitting payments into a three month span. We used what we had. No fancy equipment 
really because I could afford to insure my schools on equipment so I used my producers Blackmagic. Love that camera.

6)How was also being the films DP?

● I’ve DP on other projects. Wasn't expecting to DP my thesis it just sort of happened. I obviously approached it as professional as I could. Translating the vision from 
my head to paper was one thing, but now getting it from the paper and now being in charge of the visual aspect was awesome to say the least. I did overheads, location 
scouting, that's where I blocked the film. Did that process hundred of times. So by the time I got on set I always knew where I wanted to put the camera. The story was 
motivating it’s movement and I was always open to adjust the placement of the camera on set if I felt it helped the story. Overall loved doing it. I made mistakes 
obviously but I recognized them and wont do them again. 

 



FAQ’S

7) What is your overall objective on what you want your film to do?

● It’s very simple really, I want to bring attention to suicide in the armed forces. 
If it creates a dialogue and educates the public, then it does its job. Not 
everyone's going to agree with the message and how it’s told but I feel the 
perspectives on the film all have truth to them in their own way. I don't control 
what the films about anymore once it gets out there. It’s not even my film 
anymore, it's the audiences’.  
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